8th Grade Life Science 

Course Guidelines and Expectations

Mr. Blanco
Materials

Please bring the following to class every day.  
· text book

· composition book

· writing device

· planner

Class rules and expectations
The two main rules in my class are: 

· Be respectful 

· Be nice

I like to make my class a fun class. In order to have fun we need to create a safe environment. And to do that we all need to work together. 
It is easier and more fun to learn in an environment where you feel protected. Once we are in a safe class we can learn. To take as much as you can from this class all you need is to:

· Do you personal best (and if you do this you will…)

· Be ready for class.

Standards
Standards are covered in the first pages of the book. We are going to cover all standards for the current grade level.
Grades

Grades are earned by each student; they are not given by the teacher.  Your grades will be based mainly on tests, quizzes, projects, homework, and classwork.  

A = 90-100%
   B=80-89%
  C=70-79%
  D=60-69%     F=below 60%

Online Grades: Schoolwise

https://grav.schoolwise.com . This link is available in the new website.

Grades will be entered in an on-line grading program called Schoolwise where parents can access the information. For my science class I will introduce grades that average work during full lessons or chapters. Also every test and quiz will be introduce independently a few days after students take them.
Please, contact me using the school email if you require help.

CONTACT INFORMATION: (Please, use school email below, do not use the mailing system in the grade book or any other method, they are not reliable).
sblanco@grav.k12.ca.us

WEB PAGE: (also accessed through the tag “HILLCREST STAFF” at Hillcrest web page)
This syllabus can be accessed through my web page. 

The text book can also be downloaded from the web page as a PDF file that can be read using any PDF reader.
http://blancona.weebly.com/

GRADING:

Grading can be summarized with one sentence: “I expect the absolute best from all my students.”

Homework
I do not accept late homework. If a student doesn’t have the homework ready by the time it is due, the student must repeat the whole assignment to get a “C.”

Many assignments are very important and students who do not finish the assignment when it’s due will lose important instruction, therefore, some missing assignments when repeated will be complemented with other review activities designed to make up for the loss. 

Note-taking

Note-taking is one of the most important skills students will use during the rest of their education. Science class is a lot about taking notes and I try to push the students to take good notes by allowing them to use notes during the tests. On the other hand, since we will spend a lot of time on taking notes, a student who does not show me the notes at the beginning of a test will not be allowed to take the test until s/he bring at least the notes we took in class.
Tests



I am not interested in the students memorizing lists of names. I want the students to understand the relationships between different parts of the world. I want the students to be able to relate concepts and to figure out how those relationships work. That is why my tests are open-note. 


Tests are always multiple choice and they make up most of the students’ grade. I want to make sure students understand that they are responsible for their own grades. The grade they get on a test is their own; it is a reflection of their own effort. Tests are perfect for this purpose because they do not depend at all on subjectivity. 


I still expect the best from all my students. I will not accept any test with a grade below a C. Students must pass all tests with a C or better to receive a passing grade for the trimester. If a student gets less than a C on a test it is because the student does not understand the lesson or chapter we are working well enough. The grade must be brought up to a C. 


For students who did not pass a test, there will be review packets to go over the material covered. These packets will be completed by the student in an effort to identify the gaps in the student’s understanding. After the work is completed, the student must retake the same test (same questions as the first time) with only one mistake allowed to get a C. For a specific test, students cannot get any grade higher than a C when they retake a test. If the student wants to raise the grade s/he will have to complete some extra credit. There are extra credit opportunities available to all students every trimester.

Extra credit

Students will be able to raise their grades by doing extra credit. 


There will be opportunities to get extra credit during the trimester in the form of extra work in projects, reading of articles and/or other activities.

GRADES CALCULATION:

- TESTS & QUIZZES
 & PROJECTS  ----------------------- 
90%


- HOMEWORK & CLASSWORK
 ------------------------
10%
